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EDINBURG, 


; The Chief Macy $7 R ATE. off 


pon our r preſent Stein, with ror 
gard to the Makrrax: 
PE B 1 
3 'D he Author of a Bremer Lake 1 


3 upon the ſame Subject, dated 
31 December, 17 24. 
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pinion of our preſent Situ- 

ation, with regard to the 
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Malt-tax, 1 will give it 
you frankly. It turns me 
ö 1 . to conſider human Nature 
„eis in its preſent lapſed' and 
| en State. which muſt affect us with 


| Melancholy, to: we the. bright . 


0 
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. 1 1 the divine Þ 


We can ſcarce diftinguiſh Truth from 
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accompliſh thi may. Tad of — 
Happineſs here and hereafter; But, alas 


ead off per nowledge, qur.Undex; 
ding is ſo datkned, that in many Caſes 


hood, altho' the ſame Propenſion hurriey 


s on 0 if we are once miſled into the Way 


of Error) to proſegute our Ruin vith the 


fame Eagerneſs we do our H 


inels, 
5 H E preſent mutinous Diſtetien and 
Ferment that is become ſo univerſal among 


us, is a ſtrong and obvious Inſtance of this, 


for it takes. its Riſe from 15 Principle, no 
leſs: noble and generous than the Love of 


gur Hountry, that darling, Virtue, ang 
. greateſt Ornament of human Nature; ; and 
'Yet--we: are. hurried on with 


Rrecipitation, that we ſecm to h 


. . ghoige af our Will to uide us, inſtead: 'of 
our Reaſon, and — Allowed our gor 
rakes ng. rue Wetton i9 a tha 
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8 } | 
| wm of our DER bereit ad. 
Akelxheod we are Haſtroying. our Golifts 
I y, which we intend to fave, Deere 
| ingthovery; Yoke. about ofit:-Necks; Which 
we. wotd-;avoid;: and by fing and rixets 
ting that: very Burden apon f Shoulders: 
which we kee ſenſi ble- we are unable 0 
bear, l. M lea 511 0 1 Hl 
© W 10s ben intied-wth-4 heighboties 
ing People, ſpeaking with us the fame: 
Language, under the Dominion of one 
and: the Tame, Printe under the faine:Ad-) 
miniſtration and, in. a great Meaſure, tins. 
= the. Dirsſtion of the fame Lass and 
that hot federaliy, but by bocoming one an 
the ſame Poopfe, whereby the Intereſt of 
all the Subjects of the mited Natiofis, are, 
and ou bt to be without Diſtinction, e- 
qually the Cate of the Adminiſtration, ' 
WHEN a. Reſalution was agreed td 
Jaſt Soſſion of. Farliament, to take from 
us the Premium upon Exportation: f 
Grain; and to lay on by ati additional 
Exciſe tþate Malt- drink; as ab E. quivaletit 
for the Maltztax paid by dur Neighbours: 
of. England; vlſieh;: they were fenfihlcz / 
dag were ngt able e E 1 
alarmed at theſe * ions — 7 
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ed our Reprefentatives in Parliament to 
make proper Remonſtrances againſt them 
in an habil Way, as tending to unhinge 
the Union itſelf, by deſtroying theſe Two 
main Pillars and Foundations, upon which 
alone an incorporating Union can ſubſiſt, 
de. Equality in Trade and in Taxes. 
Hp theſe Reſolutions paſt into a Law, 
they would have been attended with the 
- moſt diſmal Conſequences to us, for there- 
by a Precedent would have been introdu- 
ced, to ſubject us to ſuch unequal Burdens, 
. and to deprive us of ſuch Branches of 
_ 'Frade, as the Legiſlature ſhould at any 
Time have thought fit to be impoſed on 
us, on the Pretence of an Equivalent for 
ſomething elſe, which we were not able 
F REHsSE Remonſtrances had the deſir- 
ed Effect; and altho' we acknowledged in 
them,; that we had no legal Objection 
why we ſhould not pay the whole Malt- 
tax, but ſolely pleaded our Inability to do 
it, yet theſe Reſolutions, ſo dangerous to 
ne, ware laid aſide, and the Half of the 
Malt-tax, inſtead of- the Whole, was im- 
poſed OH Us by the Legiſlature, as a Du 
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| ty'which;itheypoſſibly. imagined, would: 
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from the Legillature in i 


ſo criminal a Behaviour? 
EVER Man who has t 
een for his Country, will cheerfully con- 


. <a 
neither be burdenſom nor grieyons to ug 
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But if, upon Trial, this ſhould likewiſehs 


found to be a Burdentoo heavy for usto bear, | 


| have we any Reaſon to donbt of Relief 


<4) 


roper Way e Or 
dana hi- 


has the Conduct of the Adm tion h 
therto been ſuch, that we ought to de pair 
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of Redreſs, and to carry Matters to Extre- 
mity, without adverting to the ruinous 


. Conſequences that muſt neceſſarily attend 


the leaſt Con- 
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cur in any Meaſure that may moſt pro- 
bably relieve it from Hardſhips: Ayd our 
preſent Caſe-comes to this ſingle Queſtion, 
Whether Obſtinacy and Unwillingneſs to 


give Obedience to the Laws, or Inability to 
comply with them, be the beſt Argument 
to prevail with the Legiſlature, to redreſs 


our Grievances complained ofs 


N - 
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Do we expect to baffle thoſe Laws, 


* * 


which we have no Power to obſtruct, by 


a criminal Diſobedience? Is Sedition, Mu- 


_ tiny, and Rebellion the proper Way to 
recommend us to the Grace and Fayour 
of. a Government, that is in Duty bound 
to lee its Laws duly put in Execution, and 
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{ 1d h A proper Way; and 
8 0 10 ad beg F dive de, The 
Ae our: prefent: - unjuſt) able Diſpolitioh. 
-tmight have been{upported with ſome Co- 
Jour of: Resten 3 "Bark z witho hmm ſich 
2. Prial, to 91 our ſelyes thus, 1 
"fatuati ion and nefs, to. pi put a nad. 
4 ihiſtration ” 10 the Ares Neceffity 
of ulinig us with” Seyerity, which, by our 
criminal Conduct, Will bo ju t fied to the 
F whole: Warr | 5 5 
We ard n e. wicked as well ag 
"weak; and all Men Have flot tlie ſame diſ- 
intsreſted Care And Concert for the pub- 
_ FRE "Welfare. Private and ambitious 
Views are the Moti bes that ſet too many 
"reſileſs Sp aries to. Work, wherefore, in our 
preſent Situation, we ought to take Cato 
1 e Wore E 6 Snake in the Graſs, to 
© obſerye, Well the Promoters and 1 
N gets, of this Sedition, whether they | 
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Coutitry; ot abel 2 er their b 5 
Manner Froese ding has not varied with 
their Situation. Men of turbulent Spixits 


cannot bruik Diſappointments, ſuch hate 


Order, unless it be under their own Dire- 


con; anch Iboe to b in drumiy Waters, 


As the Saying is, expecting Profit: from 


Confuſion and publick eee We 
have all heard that ill-natyred Obſervatis 
On of Dan. Defoe. Fr) þ = 
©. Bvols out o Favour laugh at Rogues in Place 3 *. 
And Knaves are always honeſt. in Diſgrace. 


T Hs is ride and ſevere, and yet, ifi it is 


conſidered abſtrated from the unmanner- 


ty Expreſſion, the Obfarvation will hold 


. in many. Caſes to be julti” : 


Tx: is  tittrgf: for People 155 eomplain 
'endor Hardſhips, and every Perfon who 


1 acquainted with tlie Poverty of this 
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Country, and the Hos Quality: of its 
Grain, muſt acknowledge, that altho' we 
have no legal, yet we have juſt Cauſe of 
"Complaint?" A, the People are ſincere, 
and rarely or never in the wrong in 
Point of Intention, yet when they la- 
bour under a real Grievance, they are ea- 
"fly impoſed on by plauſible Falſhoods, to 
-rofectte Meaſures that will plunge then 


Len in the Miro, inſtead of thoſe that 


might 7 
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ſed by Falſhoods ſo very improbable, that 
| few ol them outlive one Day, and then 
are ſucceeded by others no leſs ridiculous, 
that as ſoon loſe Credit ; but all have one 
and the ſame Tendency to put us by the 
Ears with one another, to foment Divi- 
ſions, and at laſt, to work upthe Country 
to a Confuſion. Every diſintereſted Per- 
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: might extricate them. This ſeems to be 
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too much our preſent. Caſe: We are aby- 


ſors who is not pleaſed, and willing to be 


impoſed on, and. reduced-tothat miſerable 
Deluſion to believe a Lie, may eaſily 
trace thoſe Stories to their Source. Is it 
not. more, than probable, that they pro- 


ceed from the reſtleſs and turbulent Spirit of 
Ambition, from ſome who would gratify 


their Reſentment at our Expence, vainly 
hoping to weaken the Hands of the preſent 


Adminiſtration, and to acquire Popularity 


to themſelves, which can ſubſiſt no longer 
than the People cool, and return to the 


Uſe of their Reaſon? for Truth will pre- 
vail at laſt, and then that Popularity which 


is fovnded on Falſhood, muſt fall, when its 
Foundation is by Truth deſtroyed. 


their Folly and bad Advice, already be- 


come obnoxious to the. Law, unfef l 
2 2 8 | e Gp 5 : pi- 


W as a > S 


ot g © of 
the Laws of the Land. They beſt know 


Obedience. 


„ 8 


I paid; our Buſineſs is to try all prob- 


2 of their Adviſers get the better 


f the Opinion of the Judges, and of 


by whoſe Advice they were determined 


to enter into ſuch a Combination, and 


ſuch of them who may have the Misfor- 


tune to Continue in their preſent Reſolu- 


tion until the Time indulged them by the 


Lords is expired, muſt of Neceſſity ſoon 
after know whether they have been 
well adviſed; for we can ſcarce hope, 


that a Government will allow itſelf to be 


inſulted, and its Laws to be contemned, 


while it is veſted with a Power to force 
Bur ſay many fincere Lovers of their 
Country, Muſt we then tamely ſubmit to 


4 . 


the Payment of this Duty, and thereby 
ſubject ourſelves to a Burden, which will 


not only in à great Meaſure deprive the 


poorer Sort of the Comforts of Life, but 


likewiſe, in the Courſe of a fer Tears, 


Jo much drain the Country of Money, 


that we'will be reduced to the deſpicable 

Eſtate of Poverty and Diſtreſs? I am 
not Maſter enough of Computation to 
make any tolerable Gueſs, what may be 
the Conſequence if this Duty is regular- 


able 
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from the Payment of it, we-mnſt- now 


ſtrike the Ball as it lies ſa hat our pre- 


ſent Caſe comes gain to the ſame Quer 


tion 1 hinted, to, you before. 
WAT t nt &Stubbornneſs of. $ pirit, nh 


Unwilhngneſs 25 give ene to the: 


Laws, or Inahility to comply. with them: 
be tho moſt — Way to find Redreſs 2 

Ir ve take the laſt "Method. the Exe. 
eiſe and other Branches. of the Revenue 
that will be affected. with this Tax; will: 


probably be ſo! much. diminiflied, that if | 
we continue in a dutifel Obedience to the 


Law to the utmoſt of dur Power, this 


Dimination off the Other "ig ng wilt | 


be a ſtrong and undeniable Proof, thi 
we are not able to bear this "Fax, ane 
will furniſh us with ſuch Arguments in E- 


| quity, that we have not. the leaſt Reaſon. N. 


to doubt of Relieb from thè Legiſlature- 


Bur if we follow. the ether Courſes, 


we deprive. ourſelves of every. Argument 


that * be uſed. for ns; either in E 


quity, Reaſon, or in Compathon, to ont 
Poverty, and Inapility to- comply, with: 


| thoſe. Laws which we have criminally: 
diſobeyed, and thereby afford an Opporte+; 
5 10 thoſe of another Natien who may! 


have 
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181 bor us 3 
— om à blind and 


hav as. wg 


in: Teal for. their Country, or from. f 


A: worſe. Aa en ende to _ _ 
ingus. and pernigious Meaſures, to tell 


that, % Ar ig 9 State::of ;Robellion, — 
Contempt ofothe Laws, and ; muſt by 


Force be made lenſiblo of par Duty, fince 
mengen notrotherwile how to. behave 


ourſelves as. dutifultenduleyal Subjects. 
Wr we indeed. in a Condition to 


, wage: War uggeſsfully, againſt the Admi- : 
niſtration, our Folly might be juſtiged, | 


WY our folks 598 ae mot he. my 


xg lai d damn: — 1 — able 
Peacę, by the QiAicers,ibothCivilgnd Mi- 
Jitary,.thatijt.is not in our Power ſo mach 
$40! make the leaſt Diſturhance, unleſs it 
e done at the Expence of the Lives of 
"wy many unhappy People as are mad e- 

nough to make) ſuch an Attempt; and 1 
TT we.ſhall.gever he ſo tar deprived of 
common . Reaſon, as to ſh2w our 


a Teeth, When,we know,we have no Pow- 


er to bite and thereby, afford an Qp- 
portunity to chaſe, who may be provo- 
ked at our Sage to heat them down 


our Throat. En 
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Wu Ax fatal e er muſt ne- 
<eflarily attend illegal and criminal Pro- 
— if, by folle Wing  ſach' raſh Mea- 
ſures, we ſhift the Queſtion from dan 
eaſed in the Payment of this Duty, o 
vt, to this, Whether we will own: 
in dutiful Obedience to the Laws of the 
Land, or bid the Government open De- 
flance by a criminal Diſobedience of 
them? 5 ; 
CAN any Man of common Senſe aw 
Reaſon imagine,' that Zngland, whoſe 
Revenue is ſo very great, „will, for the 
lake of L. 20000. or a much greater 
Sum, allow of an Hardſhip to be put up- 
on any Part of the united Country, if we, 
by a dutiful Obedience, upon Trial, are 
able to convince the Legiſlature, that 
this Tax is too heavy for ns? or will they 
not rather put themſelves to fifty times 
that Expence, than to allow us, or any 
of the Subjects, in direct Oppoſition to the 
Government, to continue in a State of 
Diſobedience, and Contempt of the Laws, 
and thereby to introduce a Precedent of 
defeating an Act of Paliament, and of dif- 
-&ppointing the Levying of a Tax by 
ee . * 
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"ENGLAND has got the better of 


all the Nations of Zurope, by a punctual 


Obſervance of its publick Credit: This 
Credit is ſupported by a regular Payment 
of the Taxes by Parliament impoſed, for 


_ anſwering the Exigencies of the Publick, 


and for Payment of the Debts neceſſarily 
contracted for ſupporting of the Publick, 
and by a dutiful Obedience to theſe Laws . 
which direct the Manner of levying the 


Duties ſo impoſed. And oan we imagine, 
that the Government will allow publick 


Credit, on which the Security of the King- 


dom ſo much depends, to be hurt, when 
it is in their Power to prevent it 


>» 4 * y 


Man then lay his Hand to 


his Heart, and judge for himſelt, and 
conſider well, what Meaſures we ought 
to take at this critical Juncture, that we 
may become wiſe beforè it is too late, 
leſt the Misfortunes we may bring on 
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ourſelves and Country by an indiſereet and 
blind Zeal * it, be aggravated by this 
melancholy Reflection, that we have wil- 


fully followed a pernicious Courſe, tho' 
we were fully appriſed of the ruinous 
Conſequences of it. And from what I 
have obſerved to you, let us calmly con- 


er 
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Submiſſion to the ans until e hay 
8 rtanity to a or reſs in 
4 3 ble Fg Go: 925 

— . than, in direct 50505 
n to the Government, to 155 d. e ö 15 

fiance to the Laws of the L: and, w. h. 
wo muſt be all. we cannot or by «by 
Means obſirud, 5 0 I 53 
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4 151 to jour Inhabitants, to prevent their, 
being impoſedon.by ſome 8 ng Peo 155 
' who, rem a. Spirit f Mews = 
tion, have been octy acłibe to. 1675 up. 
the thpughtleſ5i Mulitude to follow idle 
gal and pernicious Courſes, and. by forga 
ing and propagating Falſbogdt, have 9 
fo induſtrious 70 biacken 1 25 1 
"moſt active in oppajt 28 this. Lax 
the Leong of 4t was enacted i 
aud who.in all 174 7 7 7 
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